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SPMA MEMBERS ARE POSITIVE ABOUT TRAINING

In the light of the current global economic
slowdown and the government’s training initiatives
to help companies upgrade or re-skill their workforce,
SPMA conducted a Survey in March 2009 to find
out how it can help in the training needs of its
members.

Qut of the 50 companies approached, a
total of 28 companies responded. Of these 75% (or
21) said they were inferested in fraining programmes
that ranged from continuing with the National Skills
Recognition Systerm (NSRS) to Supervisory Training.

Encouraged by this positive feedback, a sub-
committee was formed, comprising of Andrew EL
Chan, Sharon Kee, Jany Heng and John H H Ho, to
study this issue and to make recommendations on
how these needs can best be fulfilled. A report was
prepared for the Governing Council of SPMA in late
April. In this report, it was proposed that for a start
SPMA modiifies the e-Learning content of the 6 Units
of Competence (i.e. Prepare Pest Management

| Aardwolf Pestkare (S) Pe ltd 1 () Hou Kiot Service Co
_2 Alliance Pest Management Pte Ltd

~ Antiant (S) Pie Ltd

‘,P <

. 4 ATL Maintenance Pte Ltd 13

'5 Dynamic Pest Confrol Pte Lid
@J E-Web Pesfserv Pte Ltd

oy A

| Friendly Pest Management Pfe Lid I[ Ii ' Jankin Services
Q o
(') Fumiga (Pte) Lid 17/

O

Killern Pest Pte Lid

fl;h G & P Pest Control Service

Itis only with your cooperation that this survey is able to show-up the fraining needs.
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Equipment, Treat Infestation by Mosquito, Rodent,
Cockroach, Fly and Flea). This will effectively reduce
the duration of each Unit and also the course fee.

The Governing Council believes that this will
benefit members especially given the current
economic scene and accepted the report. This
report had since been submitted fo the Workforce
Development Agency (WDA) of the Ministry of
Manpower and the National Environment Agency
(NEA) of the Ministry of the Environment and Water
Resources for approval,

SPMA hopes to be able to launch this re-
vamped NSRS programme in July 2009, after which
a module on "The Role of the Supervisor in Pest
Management” will be prepared and launched in
January 2010. Another 6 Units of Competence will
be designed and launched in 2011.

SPMA wishes to thank the following members
for participating in the survey.
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On 15 Apr 2009, in a circular fo the industry, National Environment Agency (NEA)
announced that Ministry of Manpower has confirmed that there were two cases of MB
poisoning.

The workers involved were fumigating a warehouse in Senoko using MB gas.

The gas used contained 98% methyl bromide with 2% chloropicrin (= tear gas) as
warning agent. The workers developed giddiness and vomiting. One of them felt extreme
fatigued and had fremors. They developed giddiness and vomiting. According to the
report, full face cartridge respirators were used during the fumigdtion but detector tube
measurements in the warehouse showed that the workers were exposed to high levels of
MB gas, exceeding the permissible exposure limit of 5 ppm.

MB gas is a cellular poison and can affect the nervous system, heart, lungs, liver,
kidneys and skin. Most exposures occur by inhalation and by absorption through the skin
at high concentration. Pure MB gas lacks adequate warning properties, and significant
exposures can occur before symptoms are evident, There may be a latent period (delaying
effects) between exposure and onset of symnptoms of 2 to 48 hrs. Severe burning, itching
and blister formation can occur if liquid MB comes info contact with the skin.

No one should carry out fumigation unless he is adequately trained, passed the
examination and licensed by the NEA. MOM has outlined the following medsures must be
carried out during fumigation:

* Gas monitoring should be conducted especially when fumigation in indoor areas
and enclosed spaces.,

* Appropriate personal protective equipment should bbe worn during fumigation
especially when the fumigant levels cannot be reduced to a safe level. In the
event that fumigant concentrations reach high levels e.g. in plant fumigation and
exceeding the permissible limits, supplied air respirators or Self-Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) must be used to protect the fumigant applicator.

* All fumigators should be trained and familiarized on the proper use of respirators
and SCBA, and these protective equipment should be regularly maintained;

* Appropriate gloves should also be used to prevent skin contact,
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Two Cases of Methyl Bromide (MB) Poisoning

(Adopted from NEA's Circular dated 15 Apr 2009)
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